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Guest authors Eleanor Smallwood and Olivia Hungerford are the founders of ʻBritish
Tutors,ʼ a company offering the very highest standard of tailored tuition in your home by
top tutors from the UK.
They have a team in Hong Kong teaching a wide range of subjects and courses
including academic preparation for UK school entrance. A specialism of British Tutors is
helping families who are relocating, helping their children prepare for new schools and
bridging the gap between different education systems.
Tips for getting your child through Common Entrance;
Living in an international world city, we know Hong Kong parents have a unique approach to
their childrenʼs education. Families face big decisions as to which school system to choose,
many turning to British boarding schools for their excellent reputations in academic
achievement and pastoral care. However, the application process often involves more hurdles
for students coming from overseas; from choosing the school to preparing for the interviews and
exams. At British Tutors, one of our specialisms is helping prepare such children for UK school
entrance. Here we share our top tips for getting through Common Entrance.
First a quick breakdown of the different stages: Once you have chosen the schools to apply for
(and we recommend not pinning all your hopes on only one school), the first hurdle is the
interview. This is a chance for the school to see that the student is lively, interested and

motivated in ways which back up their academics. After a conditional offer, they will then need
to sit the examinations. At 11+ (for entry in year 7) applicants will be tested on English, maths
and science, sometimes with verbal and non-verbal reasoning papers as well. At 13+ (for entry
in year 9) the core subjects are typically joined by other electives.
10 Tips for Success
1. Firstly, and most importantly, make sure you choose schools where you think your child will
integrate well and so be able to excel. Just because a school sits at the top of a league
table doesnʼt necessarily mean it is right for your child. Interviewers will recognise this.
2. Speak to the schools and find out exactly what they will require for the assessment process.
Often schools will have different procedures or allow different subject papers for foreign
students.
3. Start the process of preparing far in advance – we recommend at least two years before
entrance. The best academic preparation is not short-term, but a long-term approach.
4. Get an academic assessment of where your child is now so you can work out how far they
have to go. A good assessment should identify strengths, weaknesses and gaps in
knowledge and make a plan for areas to work on.
5. Be aware of the differences between the curriculums your child is following at their school
and the one their contemporaries in the UK will be following. Exams may cover topics HK
students havenʼt seen before, especially in maths and science. English is also taught in a
different way in the UK, with a strong emphasis on literary analysis which we find is
unfamiliar to many of our students. Your child will need lots of extra practice in these areas.
6. Before the interview, make sure your child has visited the schools they are applying to so
they understand what it is like and why they might want to go there.
7. Applicants should be ready to talk in a lively and engaging way at interview. Books they
enjoy reading will come up as will hobbies and interests. It is important to get the balance
right between being a confident conversationalist without sounding over prepared –
housemasters can spot rote learnt answers a mile off!
8. Have your child keep a diary. Evan a small amount of writing each day will help them
practise their handwriting, writing speed, style and creativity: all things important in exams.
9. Practise past Common Entrance exam papers often, but donʼt start with whole papers from
the beginning. You donʼt want to frighten your child and make the process seem too
daunting. Cover the topics fully first then work up towards tackling entire papers. Timing is
an area of weakness we often see in our students. It is very important to learn how to
approach an exam paper and to practise working at speed.
10. Donʼt let your child feel stressed about Common Entrance. You may be anxious about this
important process, but try not to communicate this to them. Stress will only hinder, not help.
What is important is building their confidence in their own abilities to give them the best
chance to shine.
To get more information on helping your child excel contact Eleanor Smallwood or Olivia
Hungerford at www.britishtutors.com

